
 

I am Bruce Smith, a Coaster. 

 

While this is only a small group I am very grateful to get the chance out of the public spot 

light to share my views with you all. 

 

I know there is an elephant in the room but would like to make a few comments first. 

 

Whatôs this election about?   

 

Itôs all about rates,what they have risen to and where they are heading. 

 

An 85% increase since 2013 and up 267% by the end of the ten year plan.  

 

Unacceptable. 

 

Itôs about electing a Council that dictates to staff its requirements and wonôt tolerate agendas. 

 

Itôs about a Council that seek accurate legislation based advice from its CE and not opinion 

based. 

 

Mike Havill has copped a lot of flack and been nominated as the bottom ranked Mayor 

in New Zealand. 

 

While Mike has to accept responsibility as the Mayor he has been let down by Councillors 

(with a couple of exceptions in Martin and Buztbach) who never queried staff or questioned 

what they were told (or more important what they were not told) and staff that have 

deliberately managed the information provided to Councillors to try and achieve their pre-

determined agendaôs. 

 

This is the failure that Mike Havill has had to deal with, not his own and had it not been for 

this his tenure as Mayor may well have been a long one. 

 

The next Council which I hope to lead will not tolerate being supplied inaccurate information 

to make decisions. 

 

The Council planning section has been a real hand brake on Westland stopping investment.   

 

The $933,000 spent on consultants each year   Unacceptable. 

 

 

After the 8
th
 of Oct  Councillors will  make the decisions. 

 

As your Mayor my role would ensure Councillors receive full disclosure and their 

instructions are carried out by staff. 

 

I advocate for user payers and not just take more from the ratepayer.  

 

In Franz the 5000 visitors each night that create the costs must meet the full cost of water 

,sewerage and maintenance via a targeted rate. 



 

I donôt support amalgamation of Coast Councils and while shared services is the new buzz 

word if its shorthand for shifting jobs to Greymouth donôt expect me to support it. 

 

The role of Mayor is no task for the inexperienced,  

 

If you want more of the same , vote in a current Councillor for Mayor and thatôs exactly what 

you will get, more of the same.  If  you want the community to take back its Council vote for 

me , 

 

And Yes Feathers will fly,  but change has to happen so we can go forward in a positive way 

as Westland residents demand. 

 

 

USER PAYS is how to ensure we can provide the services needed to meet increased tourist 

numbers.  

We need to examine every overhead of Council and ask if itôs a must have, or nice to have. 

The kpis that Govern the CE performance must focus on reducing Council overheads and 

increasing revenue by user pays.  

 

But the top priority is to ensure accurate information is supplied to Council in open meetings. 

 

Growth and going forward especially where it applies to Kumara: 

 

We must celebrate success and stay away from negative people who always find a problem 

with any solution. 

What does it mean to Celebrate success  

Schools 

Individuals 

Business 

Sports  

Communities 

Towns that are striving to grow like Kumara 

Investment in the elderly helps improve medical services 

Pensioner houses in Kumara. 

Retirement village in Hokitika 

Both improve the level of medical services due to the demand created. 

Is there demand from Kumara for pensioner housing, you will know that better than me. 

 

NO successful district goes ahead without a progressive approach to a Data Port and  

Airport  

 



Support and advocate for small business because thatôs where big business comes from, and 

itôs a reason I founded the Coasters club 3 years ago. 

 

Clean the towns up and make them looked loved. You have already made a great start and 

Kumara is a wonderful model of a town going nowhere to now starting to grow. 

 

 

Now what about Kumara ? 
 

Its an area with heaps of history. 

Tourism has lots of potential 

The centre of the cycleway 

Mining  

Dairy 

Celebrate Christmas, flags, market days, fireworks 

Advocate for events 

 

Kumara needs an attraction, experience on the main road that will be a reason to stop. The 

theatre Royal is a great start and the signage you have up is outstanding but we need an 

attraction to STOP people.  

It could like the worm farm in Aust, or the big banana in Aust, or the big Pineapple 

We need to advocate for Development West Coast to be the enabler from a funding 

perspective 

 

It could be the chopper boys,or timber museum or it could be the place where we celebrate 

the gold mining history of the Coast. John Acker was one of the first goldminers in 1980 to 

start what was to be a boom and here in 2016 we may well be on the edge of another. 

But where is the history saved?, where are all the photos? Where are the relics? 

Where can you pull up and feed a screen with a small digger? 

Where can you wash up gold on the main road? 

 

It could be any number of attractions and we donôt need to be smart, lets copy something that 

is successful in another part of the world that has a Kumara flavour. 

Have DWC provide the grant necessary to get it off the ground and build on it. 

Kumara is perfectly located with huge numbers of Tourists driving past each year and that 

number will double within 10 years.  

 

The town on the Coast which has water and transport advantages is Kumara and a bottling 

plant will happen one day. 



Kumara might well consider being freedom camping friendly and its so easy to do. 

Capture them 

Feed them 

Provide services for them 

Attract them to the local watering hole. 

Just open the door to your minds and see what flows. 

 

Kumara could be the home of ñThe New 

Zealand Ute Musterò    
      
The New Zealand Ute Muster could be Friday the 30

th
 of March 2018 to  

Monday the 2
nd

 of, April 2018. 

That would be Easter 2018. 

Do you have New Zealandôs best ute and want to win the $10,000 CASH first 

prize, then enter now. 

The Inaugural 2017 New Zealand Ute Muster in Kumara  is set to be the 

biggest annual event the town has ever seen. 

 

 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX is the venue: 



Arrivals may enter the park at any time after 12pm Friday the 14th of April 2018 

A tent town is available on site for you to camp. 

 
We can book for you a full range of Motel, Hotel, B&B or camping grounds tent 

or camper van sites. For booking details email Utemuster@extra.co.nz 

On Friday late afternoon/evening The XXXXXX  XXXXXXXX Festival is being run 

to coincide with your arrival . This is a family friendly, fun event with stalls, arts 

and crafts, live entertainment and food stalls.  

 

mailto:Utemuster@extra.co.nz


See local chefs compete in The Great Whitebait Cook-off competition with 

guest judges,  

 
watch or take part in the fun Whitebait Filleting Competition and much more.  

Greymouth, Hokitika and Kumara shops will be open and the cafes and 

restaurants will have whitebait specials on the menu for you welcome you! 

The programme for Saturday the 31st of March  

9AM THE LONGEST BREAKFAST TABLE IN NEWZEALAND WHERE WE SEEK TO BREAK THE WORLD RECORD FOR THE 

LONGEST TABLE SERVING BREAKFAST AND ENTER THE GUINESS BOOK OF RECORDS. 

 



11AM And the judges will inspect each ute. 

This will take a few hours and contestants must prepare their Ute for inspection. 

Entry will entitle you to cast your vote in every category with these votes counting for 50% of 

the final judging. 

Best Ford,    Best Holden  Best Toyota,  Best Suzuki,  Best Mazda,  Best Other,  Overall Winner. 

Lunch will be a rolling affair from the food caravans on site if required and at the longest table. 

Competition will commence at 11am for: The best sound system in a ute:  The best modified 

ute: The loudest ute. The best dressed driver. Saturday night will be the presentation night at 

the kumara hall 

The presentation ceremony MC will be the Chairperson of the event  along with The Mayor of 

Westland  who will both welcome the participants to Kumara  and lead the presentation 

ceremony.  

The events principle sponsor could be BP.  

 

This will be accompanied by a dinner Saturday night to celebrate the 1st ever New Zealand Ute Muster 

and make the presentations. 

¢ǿƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōŀƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀr Dav
 
e Dobin. 

 



 

Sunday will see a full parade in Kumaras main street with a ute march before the utes head off to 

Punakaiki for lunch. 

 

 
Then back to Kumara along the stunning Coast road. Sunday evening is a meal at the longest 

table and evening entertainment with local bands and entertainers. 

Every possible scenery shot will be taken by Drone and by TV3 and TV1 camera crews. We 

will look to promote all aspects of the Coast and its people.  

This event is another stepping stone towards the Coast being the events capital of New 

Zealand. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


